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Year 9 Curriculum 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 
  
 
  

 
  
 

MATHEMATICS
/ 

 eMaS 
 
  

 
  
 

SCIENCE/ 
eMaS 

  
 
  

 
  
 

Humanities: 
Geography 

History 
Economics 

  
 
  

 
  
 

Health 
 & Physical 
Education 

  
 
  
 Elective Group  

 
  

 
Drawn From all Learning Areas and including: 
 

• LOTE • Advance - Life Saving 
• Dance • Food 
• Forensic Science • Ceramics 
• Drama • Media Studies 
• Textiles • Printmaking 
• Wood • Dance 
• English Literature 
• Photography 

• Music 
• Visual Communication & Design 

  
 

+ 
3C9 

Challenge, Community and Care 
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The Year 9 Program 
Breadth and 
Depth 

During Years 7-10 Sandringham College provides a sequential 
curriculum that meets the needs of all students. The program 
offers a range of experiences in sufficient breadth and depth so 
that students can continue their education through to Year 12 
and beyond. 
 

 

Program 
Structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject  
Availability 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Subject 
Charges 

 

At Year 9, students experience a combination of compulsory 
and elective units. Each unit is a semester's work (two terms) 
and students are required to study units from all of the 
Curriculum Domains, except LOTE (Languages Other Than 
English). Within this, students have the opportunity to choose 
two elective units each semester.  These are selected from 
across the Domains. Students must undertake at least one unit 
from the Arts and one unit from Technology during the year. 
 
That is, each week a student’s program will consist of: 

English 5 periods 
Mathematics 4 periods 
Science 3 periods 
Health and PE 3 periods 
Humanities: Geography, 
History and Economics 

3 periods 

Electives 2 x 3 period units 
3C9 6 periods 

 
 
Students and parents should note that although a range of units 
are offered in each Domain for 2010, the actual units which will 
be taught depend on student demand, class sizes and 
availability of staff. Every effort will be made to arrange a 
program that meets the initial choices of students but where 
difficulties occur students will be counselled, parents informed 
and alternatives offered. Each student's program will be 
developed after consultation with Parents, Teachers and 
Coordinators. 
 
 
 
Students undertaking the studies listed below will be charged for 
materials and the use of expensive specialist equipment 
provided by the school.  This charge is in addition to any 
equipment or book listed items students may need for the 
course. The cost per student for providing these materials and 
specialist equipment is $40.00 per study listed below per 
semester: 
Art Food Visual Comm. Textiles 
Ceramics Media Wood Print Making 
 Photography   
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Year 9 
Curriculum 
Structure 
 

Core and 
Elective 
Subjects 
 

The 3C9 
Program 
 
 

The Year 9 curriculum at Sandringham College has been 
carefully designed to meet the particular needs of mid-
adolescent learners. At this stage of their education, students 
are lookFing for increased choice and autonomy, fresh 
challenges and the opportunity to interact with their peers. They 
are ready to take on a greater degree of responsibility and are 
characteristically idealistic and caring, as their awareness of the 
world broadens. 
 
The Year 9 Elective Program responds to these needs by 
offering students a choice of semester length units, while a core 
of compulsory subjects is maintained to ensure each student is 
well prepared for the demands of the VCE.   
 
 
The 3C9 Program is designed to motivate, engage and inspire 
our Year 9 students, to provide opportunities for rich, relevant, 
real learning, choice and negotiation, physical challenge, 
hands-on activities, teamwork and leadership. 
 
The program, focusing on Challenge, Community and Care; 
teaches students about the environment, the broader 
community and their place within it. It allows students to choose 
what is interesting and relevant to them and provides a 
structured approach to the development of sound values and 
good citizenship.  
 
The 3C9 Program is unique to this year level and incorporates 
day-long, intensive learning sessions which are often off-
campus. Modules of the program include community service, 
City Experience, physical challenge, RUmad, documentary film 
making, and first aid. 
 
Students are guided by teacher-mentors, with whom they will 
negotiate the focus of their investigation. They will learn: 

••   To identify appropriate areas of interest 
••   To develop substantial research questions 
••   To practice the skills required for them to complete 

their   
        self appointed tasks successfully 
••   To take control of their own learning and manage   
         resources 
••   To communicate effectively and to share their learning   
         with others 

 
Teams of students are encouraged to take a problem-solving 
approach, investigating real situations and taking action to make 
a positive difference to their lives or the lives of others. 
 
Other areas of the curriculum complement the 3C9 Program, 
which integrates the skills, knowledge and understanding 
gained in discrete subject areas. 
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National 
Competitions 

Students are encouraged to enter competitions in: 
••   Science 
••   English 
••   Mathematics 
••   LOTE 
••   Humanities - Geography 
 

 

Year 9 Camp 
 

 
 

The Challenge Camp is an important part of the Year 9 Program 
and all students are expected to attend. In 2011 it will be held in 
early March.  
 
Further details about the Camp will be provided later in Term 4 
of 2010. 
 
 
 

 

Co-
Curricular 
and 
Challenge 
Activities 
 

 

As in Year 7 and 8 students are provided with opportunities to 
participate in additional curriculum related activities including: 
••   College Production 
••   Writing Competitions 
••   College Band 
••   Community Performances 
••   Instrumental Music Tuition 
••   Public Speaking 

••   Visiting Author Program 
••   Music Concerts 
••   Winterdance 
••   Sandy Feet 
••   Advance Program – Lifesaving 
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Homework  
and Study 
 
 

 
Homework benefits students by complementing, consolidating 
and extending classroom learning, and fostering good study 
habits.  Homework is integral to most subjects and 
• supports and extends classroom learning 
• develops positive study habits 
• develops a responsibility for self learning 
• develops organization and planning skills 
• supports the links between home and school. 
 
Regular homework is an important part of the Year 9 Program. 
In Year 9, students can expect to be doing up to 90 minutes of 
homework per weeknight. Work may also be set during 
weekends and school vacations. Parents should encourage and 
support students to complete homework by providing a suitable 
environment that is free of distractions such as the television, 
mobile phones and iPod.  
 

Student 
Organiser 

 
Student success and achievement depends on keeping up with 
class work, completing homework and submitting assignments 
on time.  The Student Organiser plays an important role in 
helping students to organise their work and is used to record 
homework and due dates for assignments and the like for each 
subject.  The Organiser is not a personal diary, and students are 
expected to keep their Organiser up to date. Parents will be 
expected to check and sign the Organiser on a weekly 
basis. 
 
 

 

Promotion 
to  
Year 10 
 

 
The College has developed a Promotions Policy as part of its 
commitment to ensuring that all students achieve at their fullest 
potential. The expectation is that students will pass all of their 
subjects. In deciding whether a student is to be promoted to 
Year 10, the Campus will consider: 
• The number of subjects successfully completed 
• The student’s English and/or Mathematics results 
• The student’s attendance during the year. Attendance that is 

below 90% without appropriate explanation is of concern. 
• The student’s attitude to their studies.  This is indicated by 

behaviours such as completion of work on time, 
preparedness for class, respect for the right of others to learn 
and punctuality.  
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In the situation where a student’s progress is of concern, the 
Year 9 Student Manager will convene a meeting with the 
student and his/her parent(s) to discuss the progress of the 
student and outline the possible outcomes for the following year. 
In the case where the Student Manager has a major concern, 
the Student Manager may involve the Campus Principal in the 
discussions with the student and his/her parent(s). 
 
At the meeting, the possible options for the student will be 
explored.   
 

 

Homework 
Club 
 

 
 
Homework Club is run on two afternoons per week in the 
Campus Library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Elective Units 
The units offered by each Learning Area are listed and explained on the following pages.   
 
The chart below summarises the elective choices.  
 
 
 

3 periods per week 
 2 units per semester 

English - Literature Extension  
Science - Forensic Science  
Health & PE - Advance: Life Saving   
LOTE – French 
LOTE – Indonesian 
The Arts - Visual Communication and Design   
The Arts - Art  
The Arts - Music  
The Arts - Dance  
The Arts - Drama  
The Arts - Media Studies 
The Arts - Photography 
Technology - Wood  
Technology - Ceramics  
Technology - Printmaking  
Technology – Nutrition 
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Technology - Make a Meal of it  
Technology - Textiles  

 
 
 
Notes:  
• Students are required to undertake at least one Arts and one Technology elective during 

the year 
• Students are not able to choose the same unit across both Semesters unless it is LOTE 

which is full year study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

                
English 

English is compulsory for all students for both 
Semesters. If they wish to study extra English, 
they may also choose the Literature Extension 
elective. 
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English  
 
 
 

The study of English follows the guidelines of the 
Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS). It aims 
to develop students’ writing, reading, speaking and 
listening skills.  It also fosters an appreciation of 
literature and encourages students to think critically and 
communicate effectively. The course consists of the 
following four areas: 
 
Text Response 
To foster an appreciation of literature from a wide range 
of stimuli: 

 • novels, poetry, and short stories 
• issues and media analysis 
• plays, film and media 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing Styles 
To develop an understanding of writing purpose and 
audience in the following modes:  
• creative 
• informative  
• persuasive 
• analytical 
 
Language Development 
To develop skills which will enable students to 
communicate effectively through the following:  
•   comprehension 
• argument assessment  
• vocabulary extension 
• language exercises 
 

 Oral Skills  
To encourage the development of confidence and 
competence with spoken English through: 
• discussion and reporting 
• interviews 
• debates 
• speech making 
 

Assessment Assessment will be made on the basis of successful 
completion of all work requirements relating to the four 
course components: 
• text response 
• writing styles 
• language development 
• oral tasks 
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English Elective 
 
Literature 
Extension  
  
 

This unit is designed to introduce students to a wider 
range of contemporary and classical literary works than 
can be provided in the core.  It will expose students to a 
diversity of authors, styles and themes.  Students will be 
expected to read independently, discuss and analyse 
ideas and respond personally to the texts.  Students 
must be keen and independent readers and all novels 
are to be read at home.  Students require a desire to 
learn from the experiences and insights of others. 
 

Assessment 
 

• one key writing task on each text 
• major poetry assignment and presentation     
• a number of minor writing tasks as required 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths Mathematics is compulsory for all students in 
both Semesters.  Students are required to study 
the compulsory unit - Core Studies - during 
Semester 1 then choose their Semester 2 Unit 
from the other two offered. 
 

 
Students will use Scientific Calculators and investigate appropriate computer 
applications. 
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Mathematics 
Core Studies 
(Semester 1) 

The aim of this course is to provide all students with a solid 
grounding in all of the curriculum dimensions of Mathematics 
at this level and to further develop their skills and confidence 
with positive experiences in a variety of activities. 
 

 Topics studied:   
• Pythagoras’ Theorem 
• Indices 
• Linear Equations and Graphs 
• Measurement 
• Applying Number 
• Statistics 

Assessment 
 

• participation in group and class activities 
• maintenance of a well organised workbook 
• reporting on practical tasks and projects 
• completion of problem-solving activities 
• completion of homework tasks 
• topic tests 
 
 
 
 

 

Advanced 
Mathematics 
(Semester 2) 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 

 
This unit aims to extend the knowledge of skills and processes 
gained in the Core unit. A sound understanding of previous 
topics is expected of students and several new topics will be 
introduced.   
 
Topics studied: 
• Advanced trigonometry 
• Probability  
• Algebraic applications  
• The Parabola and quadratic functions 
• Simultaneous equations 
 
 
 
• participation in group and class activities 
• maintenance of a well organised workbook 
• reporting on practical tasks and projects 
• completion of problem-solving activities 
• completion of homework tasks 
• topic tests 
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General 
Mathematics 
(Semester 2) 
 

 
 
This unit aims to consolidate the skills developed in the Core 
unit with topics which apply and extend these ideas to relevant 
and real-life situations. 
 
Topics studied: 
• Basic trigonometry 
• Understanding statistics 
• Topology and Networks 
• Consumer Mathematics 
• Transformations 
• Algebraic skills 
 
 
 
 

Assessment • participation in group and class activities 
• maintenance of a well organised workbook 
• reporting on practical tasks and projects 
• completion of problem-solving activities 
• completion of homework tasks 
• topic tests 
 

 
 
 
 

Science Science is compulsory for all students for both 
Semesters. Science covers scientific concepts 
from each of the disciplines of Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology and Earth Science 
appropriate to Year 9.  The focus is on Science 
in context and the development of research, 
reporting and problem-solving skills.  
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Science   Science and its applications are parts of everyday life.  
Science education develops students’ abilities to ask 
questions and find answers about the natural and physical 
world.  It provides students with insights into the way science 
is applied and how scientists work in the community, and it 
helps them make informed decisions about scientific issues, 
careers and further study. 
 

 The program assists students to: 
• acquire scientific skills and conceptual knowledge 
• acquire and use the skills of scientific investigation, 

reasoning and analysis to ask questions and seek 
solutions 

• develop flexibility, curiosity, critical reflection, respect for 
evidence and ethical considerations 

• recognise and understand the strengths and limitations of 
Science 

• be able to interpret and communicate scientific ideas 
effectively 

• appreciate the dynamic role of Science in social and 
technological change 

 
The program addresses the four strands: Chemical Science, 
Physical Science, Earth and Space Sciences and Biological 
Science; each with its characteristic scientific knowledge and 
ideas.  
 

 Topics include: 
• Atoms, Molecules and Ions 
• Chemical Reactions 
• Nervous System 
• Lunar Survival 
• Behaviour and Properties of Light 
• Materials 
• Electricity 
 

Assessment                         
                             

  

• topic tests 
• assignments 
• homework tasks 
• scientific reports about experiments 
• projects  
• presentations 
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Science Elective 
 
 

Forensic 
Science  
 

This unit introduces students to the ways in which forensic 
scientists analyse evidence for criminal and other legal 
proceedings. Students will undertake chemical, physical and 
biological tests on hair, other fibres, fingerprints, soil etc. 
These analyses, along with observation and research, will be 
used to make hypotheses and draw conclusions. 
 

Assessment • class notes and worksheets 
• research projects 
• experiments 
• case studies 
 

 
 
    



eMaS 
(ENHANCED  
MATHS  
AND 
SCIENCE) 

In the Year 9 eMaS course, students will be 
stimulated and challenged in an environment 
where they strive to achieve excellence. 
Students will participate in cooperative learning 
tasks and will enjoy working with like-minded 
students. Students’ prior knowledge will be 
consolidated and they will be encouraged to 
reflect on what they have learnt. Further 
development of these skills will be pursued 
through extension and enrichment activities. 

      

eMaS - 
Enhanced 
Maths 
 
Assessment 
 

 
Within the Mathematics component of eMaS, the students will 
develop advanced skills in Algebra and further enhance their 
problem solving skills. As well as revising Year 9 work, 
students will be extended by studying some of the Year 10 
Mathematics topics. Graphing Software and the Classpad 
Calculator will be introduced as mathematical tools to students 
so that students are well prepared for future studies in 
Mathematics. 
 
 
• participation in group and class activities 
• maintenance of a well organized workbook 
• reporting on practical tasks and projects 
• completion of problem-solving activities 
• completion of homework tasks 
• topic tests 
 

 
eMaS - 
Enhanced 
Science 
 
 
Assessment 

 
Within the Science component of eMaS, the students will 
cover varied concepts within the Year 9 Science Program 
including Chemistry, Physics and Biology. Students will 
investigate and research topics in depth to gain a thorough 
understanding of the issues explored. Students will be 
encouraged to explore what is around them and will undertake 
extended research projects within the major branches of 
Science. 
 
 
• topic tests 
• homework tasks 
• scientific reports about experiments 
• projects  
• presentations 
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Health & 
Physical 
Education 
  

 

Students will undertake the Physical Education - 
General Units.  
 
Students also have the elective choice of 
Advance: Life Saving. 

 

Physical  
Education  
(Semester 1) 

  

 
This course incorporates both practical and theoretical 
components.  In Semester 1 it will provide students with a range 
of experiences that focus on fitness, teaching of minor games 
and athletics.  All students will be involved in a ‘Survival of the 
Fittest’ Unit incorporating initiative and team building activities. 
Students will also participate in the “Sports for All” Unit, in which 
they will experience wheel chair basketball and other modified 
games. 
 

 

Physical  
Education  
(Semester 2) 

 

 
Semester 2 involves activities that focus on Field, Court and 
Racquet sports. There will be an element of Peer Coaching. 
 
The field games may include Soccer, Football, Rugby, Hockey, 
Lacrosse and Softball. The Court and Racquet sports may 
include Badminton, Basketball, Netball, Volleyball, Tennis and 
Squash.   
 
Theory lessons will include the fitness and skills analysis of 
games, the sociology of sport, diet and sports nutrition and 
examining risk and minimizing harm. 
 

Assessment • class participation in practical  sessions 
• assignments     
• tests 
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Health  and  Physical Education 
Elective 
 
 

Advance - 
Lifesaving 
 
 
 
 

 
The Advance course operates for one semester. It involves 
working with Lifesaving Victoria as a community partner. 
 
Students undertake a Bronze Medallion Course, a First Aid and 
CPR certificate. They will be learning lifesaving skills at 
Sandringham Lifesaving Club. 
 
The Advance Learning Modules that must be covered are 
Community, Communication and Project Management. 
Students may be involved with practical water based activities 
such as snorkeling, sea kayaking, sailing and surfing. 
 
Cost - there is funding allocated for this course.  
 

Assessment • active participation in practical sessions    
• theory assignments  
• tests  
• First Aid exam 
• Lifesaving – Completion of the Bronze Medallion 
• Involvement in the Advance Lifesaving Carnival 
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Humanities:                                                            
Geography 
History 
 

Students are required to study two units 
from Humanities: History and Geography.     
 
These Units run for 3 periods per week for 
one semester. 
 

 

Geography  
  
 

This unit is the study of physical and human environments from 
a spatial perspective. It provides students with the knowledge 
and skills to observe and describe places on the surface of the 
Earth and to analyse and provide explanations from a spatial 
perspective of human and physical phenomena and their 
complex interactions. Areas of study may include examples 
such as: 

 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 

• An Environmental Issue; Sustainability, Water, Global 
Warming, Recycling/Rubbish 

• Natural Disasters; Earthquakes, Volcanoes, Drought, 
Bushfires, Tsunamis, Cyclones. 

• The study of a wilderness area of the student’s choice. 
 

• research 
• analytical exercises 
• tests 

 
 

 
 

History 
 

 
This unit explores the key events in Australian History. 
Exploring the settlements of Australia, both the Aboriginal and 
European settlement, and learning about significant issues and 
events in Australia’s development; including the Gold Rush 
Era, Eureka Stockade, Bushrangers and the events leading to 
Federation. This Unit then moves into modern Australian 
history, focussing on key events such as Gallipoli, the 
Depression and Kokoda, that shaped the Australian identity. It 
concludes with the study of the Stolen Generation and the 
process of the reconciliation. 

Assessment • research 
• analytical exercises 
• tests 
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Languages 
Other 
Than 
English 
 

 

Languages Other Than English (LOTE) is an 
elective subject at Year 9. 
 
Students selecting FRENCH must select both 
Units 1 and 2. 
 
Students selecting INDONESIAN may select 
either Units 1 and 2 or just Unit 1. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
French   
 
Indonesian  
 
  

 
  
 

The study of a LOTE has two dimensions, communicating in a 
language other than English and intercultural knowledge and 
language awareness. 
 
 
LOTE studies at Year 9 continue to develop the four language 
skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in French and 
Indonesian. They also aim to increase the students’ awareness 
and appreciation of cultural, geographical and historical 
aspects of French and Indonesian speaking communities. 
Skills are developed through various classroom activities using 
a range of multimedia. 
 
 
The LOTE study at Year 9 may include the following topics: 
• French: Discussing the past; health and wellbeing; 

describing people; talking about future plans; foods, 
shopping for food and eating out; following instructions; 
travel; finding accommodation; celebrations; France and 
the EU; the regions of France; the Australian connection. 
 

• Indonesian: Extension of topics introduced in Years 7 & 8: 
our environment, shopping and bargaining; the world of 
work; weekends and leisure activities including sport; 
holidays; celebrations and ceremonies, asking and giving 
directions and places around town. 

 
 

Assessment • workbook exercises 
• role plays and oral presentations 
• participation in general conversation 
• listening and reading comprehension tasks 
• projects and assigned work 
• tests 
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The Arts Arts subjects are part of the elective offerings. 
Students must choose at least one Arts elective.  

 
Unit Name Periods /Week 
Art  3 
Dance 3 
Drama  3 
Media Studies  3 
Music 3 
Photography  3 
Visual Communication & Design 3 

 
Art  
  
 

In this unit students will develop their artistic skills and express 
ideas in the design, creation and presentation of 2D and 3D 
artworks.  This will include drawing, painting and sculpture.  
While the emphasis is on practical work students will research 
contemporary and traditional artists and view artworks first-
hand where possible.  Students will demonstrate the ability to 
engage in independent and collaborative project tasks. 

Assessment • folio of  finished artwork 
• artist research assignment 
• a visual diary of design sketches and evaluations  
• independent and collaborative skills 
• participation in required activities such as excursions and 

workshops 
 

 

Dance  
 
 

 
 
In this unit, students engage in practical dance classes to 
increase their dance skills. They learn and/or make a work for 
performance at the Sandy Feet or Winterdance Concert and 
record and evaluate the process involved in making a 
performance piece. 
 
Students will gain an appreciation of a range of dance styles 
through research project and analyzing the work of 
professional choreographers. 
 
 
• performance of class dance 
• dance research projects 
• performance analysis 
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Drama 
 
 
 

In this unit students continue to develop their expressive skills 
for performance. Students engage in a range of workshops on 
various theatrical styles. They produce extended theatre 
pieces based on these skills.  Students develop skills in 
characterization and non naturalistic theatrical forms. They will 
investigate Physical Theatre in both Western and Asian 
Cultures. They will view performances where applicable in 
order to refine their capacity to analyse theatre. 
  

Assessment • research reports 
• peer and self evaluations 
• performance reviews 
• performance presentations 
• participation in class workshops 

 
 

Media 
Studies  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment 

 
 
 

 
In this unit students critically analyze media products from a 
range of mass media sources.  Students will experiment with 
the basic conventions of film-making using video cameras, 
sound equipment and editing software. They will explore 
advertising, animation and music videos. Students will create 
their own media products. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• analytical tasks relating to specific media types 
• a folio of samples documenting the skills, techniques and 

processes explored in the unit 
• peer and Self Evaluations 
• the creation of Media products  
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Music  
 

 

This unit aims to develop student's practical, aural and 
investigative skills by analysing, performing, and listening to 
music. This unit is aimed at enhancing the students 
understanding of diverse musical styles and preparing them for 
VCE Music Studies. Students will engage in solo or group 
performance work, music theory, aural comprehension and 
performance appreciation.  

 
Assessment 
 

 
•       class based performance tasks  
•       written theory tests  
•       aural comprehension tests  
•       assignment work/research project  
•       participation in workshop activities  
•       critical self-evaluation  

 
 

Photography 
 

 
This unit focuses on both practical and theoretical aspects of 
photography. Students will investigate the work of black and 
white photographers and apply key techniques and principles 
to their own work. Through practical applications students will 
learn to compose effective images using SLR cameras. They 
will have the opportunity to develop black and white films and 
prints using a variety of tools and equipment. Students will 
develop an understanding of the power of a still image as well 
as the ways in which we can convey a particular meaning 
through our images. 

 

 
Assessment 

 

• folio of work demonstrating skill development 
• final pieces 
• a workbook outlining planning, choice of materials, 

production and evaluation 
• investigation exercises 
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Visual 
Communication 
and Design  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 
 
 

 
Students develop knowledge and skills in Visual 
Communication by applying the Design Process to develop 
appropriate solutions for specific problems.  Each project 
begins with a Design Brief that outlines what kind of design is 
required, the context that it is intended for and specific 
audience to whom it is directed. Throughout the Design 
Process the students employ the Design Elements and Design 
Principles to formulate and refine their presentations. 
 
Students learn both two and three dimensional drawing 
methods and incorporate the use of technology when 
developing solutions and presenting their final designs. They 
learn how to apply thinking skills in the Visual Arts Domain, 
how to work independently and in teams when responding to 
specific problems. Students learn design analysis techniques. 
 
• Assignment work on package design, product design, 

architectural design and information design. 
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Technology Technology subjects are part of the elective 
offerings. Students must choose at least one 
Technology elective. 

 
Unit Name Periods Per Week 
Ceramics 3 
Nutrition 3 
Make a Meal of It  3 
Printmaking 3 
Textiles 3 
Wood  3 

 
 

Ceramics  
   
 
 

 
This Unit provides students with an opportunity to expand on 
the ceramics skills covered in previous years. It will focus on: 
• refining hand-building (pinch, coil, slab and mould work) to 

produce a high quality finish  
• developing a range of decoration techniques including 

underglazing, coloured glazes and Japanese tissue transfer  
• safely using tools and materials in a specialist room 
• maintaining a notebook, including designs and notes on 

techniques 
 

Assessment 
• workbook 
• completed functional and non-functional products 
• self assessment and evaluation 

 

Nutrition  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment 

 
This unit is a combination of theory and practical work in which 
students will: 
• take an in-depth look into the 5 major nutrients we need 

each day 
• investigate diet related diseases and their links to the food 

we eat 
• study developments in food and nutrition e.g organics, 

antioxidants and plant sterols 
• discover the impact of technology in the development and 

production of new and emerging foods 
 
 
 
 
 
• design a recipe using seasonal produce 
• research issues linked to diet related issues 
• workbook 
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Make a Meal 
of It 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 

This unit is a combination of theory and practical work in which 
students will discover: 
• breakfast, lunch and dinner 
• fresh versus packaged foods and use processed foods in 

time saving recipes 
• snacks and junk food and preparing health alternatives 
• ways to include more fruits and vegetables into the diet 
• food selection models, including the Australian Guide to 

Healthy Eating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• designing a meal for a special occasion 
• analysing and evaluating food selection models 
• workbook 

 

 
Print 
Making  
  
 
 
 

 
This subject provides creative and exciting opportunities for 
students to design and produce a variety of prints. Students will 
learn the basic skills of printmaking techniques for use on t-
shirts or paper, such as silkscreen, lino-cut, monoprints, 
collographs and etchings. They will have the opportunity to 
negotiate a specialisation to extend their knowledge in 
particular printmaking techniques.  Students will complete a 
research assignment on printmakers and printing techniques 
related to their practical work.        
 

Assessment • folio  
• a visual diary showing a record of class work, homework, 

research and investigation exercises 
• research assignment   
• oral and written evaluation of progress 
• participation in required activities such as excursions and 

workshops  
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Textiles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 

This unit is a combination of theory and practical work. 
Through theory work students will be able to: 
• produce a workbook with designs, technical information and 

planning    
• become more familiar with a variety of materials 
• develop research skills 

 
Practical work will involve students in: 
• developing drawing skills  
• developing new skills and exploring a variety of techniques   
• designing and producing textile pieces incorporating 

techniques investigated 
 
• investigative research projects exercises 
• work book 
• production 
• self assessment of progress and finished products    

 
 

Wood  
 

 
This unit will continue to develop an understanding of the 
qualities of wood and the many different ways it can be shaped 
and joined which enables it to be used in a wide range of 
applications. Whilst theoretical concepts will be covered 
emphasis will be placed on these concepts being covered in 
practical, hands on classes. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 

Areas that this course will focus on include : 
• the creative design of products through the use of drawings 

and problem solving 
• correct and safe use of hand tools 
• an introduction to the appropriate use of power hand tools 
• an introduction to wood turning 
• further investigation of the qualities of different woods 
• continuation on the design and construction of joints 
• an introduction to design ergonomics 
• a greater understanding of simple technical drawings 

 
• production of practical models that reflect concepts covered 
• folio of basic design ideas 
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Beyond Year 9 and 10 at 
Sandringham College .. the VCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounting 
Agriculture & Horticulture                
Art 
Biology 
Business Management 
Chemistry 
Classical Societies & Cultures 
Dance 
Design & Technology 
•  Ceramics 
•  Metal  
•  Textiles 
•  Wood 
Drama 
Economics 
English 
English Language 
English as a Second Language 
Environmental Science 
Food & Technology 
Foundation English 
French 
Geography 
Health & Human Development 
History 
Industry & Enterprise 
Information Technology Units1/2 
IT Software Development Units 3/4  
IT Applications Units 3/4 
International Politics Units 1/2 
International Studies Units 3/4 
National Politics Units 3/4 
Indonesian as a Second Language 
 

Legal Studies 
Literature 
Mathematics 
•  General •  Methods (CAS) 
•  Specialist •  Foundation 
•  Further 
Media Units 1/2 
Media Journalism 
Media Photography/Print 
Media Video/Audio/Animation 
Music Styles 
Music Performance Units 1&2 
Music Performance Group Units 3&4 
Music Performance Solo Units 3&4 
Outdoor & Environmental Studies 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Physics 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Studio Arts 
•  Drawing 
•  Photography 
•  Textiles 
•  Video Production 
Systems Engineering 
Theatre Studies 
Visual Communication & Design 
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...the VCE/VET   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…the VCAL 
 

 
…the VCAL. 

Foundation 
Intermediate 
Senior 

VCE VET PROGRAM 
Certificate II in Automotive Tech Studies 
Certificate II in Building & Construction 
Certificate II in Business Administration 
Certificate II in Small Business Practice 
(Units 1&2 only) 
CISCO Networking Academy Program 
Certificate II in Concept Development for Clothing 
Products 
Certificate III in Community Services Work 
(Community Work) 
Certificate II in Dance 
Certificate II in Desktop Publishing 
Certificate II in Electrotechnology 
Certificate I in Engineering Technology 
Certificate II in Equine Industry 
Certificate III in Financial Services 
Certificate II in Furnishing 
(Cabinet Making Stream) 
Certificate II in Horticulture 
Certificate II in Hospitality (Operations) 
Certificate II in Information Technology (Software) 
Certificate III in Laboratory Skills 
Certificates II in Multimedia 
Certificates II in Music Industry Skills (Foundation) 
Certificates II in Music Industry (Tech Production) 
Certificate II in Community Recreation  
VET in Retail Operations (Units 1&2 only) 
VET Sport & Recreation 
 
PATHWAYS PROGRAMS 
Building & Construction 
Makeup/Hairdressing/Nails 
Electrical 
Plumbing 
 
BLOCK CREDIT 
VET Acting 
Certificates II & III in Screen (Video Production) 
VET Visual Arts 
 
AUSTRALIAN BASED APPRENTICESHIPS 
(ABAs) 
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NOTES 
 
 
 


